
Working
for a
Better
Environment

Ecology Youth Corps (EYC) is
the state’s largest youth
employment program, with jobs
for several hundred 14 to 17-
year-olds each year. EYC
stresses the importance of waste
reduction, recycling, and litter
control among Washington State
residents, visitors and other
students.

EYC highways crews provide a
visual impact on motorists who
see them along the highways
with their familiar blue and white
bags.

The in-school EYC crews
undertake waste reduction and
recycling projects and participate
in activities designed to promote
environmental awareness.

Activity peaks in the summer
when nearly 500 youngsters are
hired for the summer sweep of
more than 6,000 miles of
Washington highways. Each
year EYC picks up over 400
tons of litter and recycles more
than 100,000 pounds of
aluminum and glass.

During the summer EYC crew
members also participate in
environmental education
activities to foster the
environmental ethic and
provide information for
families, friends, and the
public.



EYC crews also appear at fairs,
public exhibits, and information
booths, and march in parades as
representatives of the Department
of Ecology. They hand out litter
bags, and other materials on a
variety of environmental subjects.

Ecology Youth Corps is
administered by Ecology’s Waste
Reduction, Recycling & Litter
Control Program, and funded by
Chapter 70.93 RCW, The Model
Litter Control and Recycling Act.
The law levies a tax on industries
that sell, manufacture or distribute
products and packaging, which
tend to produce litter. The tax rate
is $150 per million dollars in gross
sales.

For more information on the
Ecology Youth Corps program—
or if you would like to join the
ranks of young people “working
for a better environment”—
please contact the regional office
nearest you.

Southwest Regional Office
7272 Clean Water Lane
Olympia, WA 98504-6811
Phone: (206) 753-2353

Northwest Regional Office
3190 160th Ave. S.E.
Bellevue, WA 98008-5452
Phone: (206) 649-7224

Central Regional Office
106 S. 6th Ave.
Yakima, WA 98902-3387
Phone: (509) 575-2490

Eastern Regional Office
N. 4601 Monroe
Spokane, WA 99205-1295
Phone: (509) 456-2926

Waste Reduction, Recycling
And Litter Control Program
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Department of Ecology
Mail Stop PV-11
Olympia, WA 98504-8711
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